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rilsroRy oF uss DE HAvEN (DD 469)

It ls the fortune of sone shlps to flghE Vallantly end
vlcbonlously bo bhe eod of  I  war and return to f r lendly
shores wtbh bands playlng end bunblng strearnlng. Obhen
shi .ps f lght  wlbtr  equel  courage only Eo slnk dur lng babble
ulbh son,e unscathed, obhers lnterned ln hoSpltels wlbh
sbl l l  obhers comnftEed Bo Bhe deep. There ls l l t t Ie fanfare
for scabtered groups of  survlvors reBurnlng . to hone shores
for reasslgnnenb, -  They ere men nbo have baken a beablng
for a vlcborlous csuse. Such were the nen of the US$ DE HAI/ESI,
a shlp whots spfur l t  cont lnued to l lve ln bhe heanbs of  the
lren L-ho sur.vlved_ ber._

The desbr.oyer-USS DE.HA\IEN was aublron!.zed by an Act of
Coagness oa 2T March 1974. Bu1lb at  Bhe BaBh Inon Works,
her keel  was 1a1d on .2f  -Sepbeoben 1p41 and she uas launched. .  -
on 28 June 1942. 

. -  
Mlss Helen N. De Haven, of  Ardoone,

Pennsylv&r:1a, granddaughter of  L leubenanE Edwln Jess De Haven,' for  whoo the shlp was naned, served as bbe shlpts sponsor.

Edwln J.  De Haven cotrrDenced hls naval  career wl th hls
a: l rF,ointrneni ,  bo the U.3.  l ia-sal  AcedeoSi on 2O Cctoben 1829, anr i
se:"ved on boerd the Untbed Sbebes Shlps NATCHEZ and ERIE 1n
lBlO -  7! .  Dur lng twenby yes,rs of  d lsblngulshed servlce,  he
served aboar.d rDsny fauous shtps.  fn ]8f9 t re served eboand
bhe USS VINCENNES, f legshlp of  the U. S. Explor lng Expedl t lon
under Charles W11kes, vhlch nede the famous crulse bo bhe
Anbarcblc and atropg the Pacl f lc  Is1ands. Servlng abosnd
USS S0MERS, he took parE ln the f l rsb expedlblon agalnst
Alvarado ln the ear ly perb of  the t rouble wtth lv lexlco.  Placed.
1n comnand of  bhe Grlnnel  Rescue Expedlbton ln 1850, De Haven
lead bhe sear.ch fon Str  Johb FfankLln and nade sclenElf lc
explorablons. .  The'bvo vessels 'of  Ehe expedlblon, ADVANCE
and'RESCUE, l tere ceughb ln the lce wesb of  Greei land 1n
Sepbember and dr l f ted for .  n lne monbhs. The expedlblon fet led
to f lnd Frankl ln but dlscovered aod nened Gnlnnel  l -and, Ab
bhe beglnnlng of  bhe Clvl l  Wan, he requesbed acblve duby, but
i ras pronounced phystcel ly unf1t .  Placed oD bhe reblred l lsb
ln February 1862, De Haven renatned on walt lng orders unE1l
hls dea Bh, .1 l'Iay 1865

Copnlsslooed on 21 SepEernben L9\2 at BostonrUSS DE HA1EN
(DD 469) t rea as hen f l rst  sktpper,  Connandor Char les E. Tolnan.
Commanden Tolnen hsd served mosb of  h lg t lne on submartnes
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\ before taklng over bhls neu desbroyen of the FLETCHER cLa'ss.

The execublve of f lcer,  L leutenent Connander J.  P.  Hunbly
had cotre fron the alncraft carr.ten USS Y0RI$OWN rhlch hed been
sunk ln the Bebt le of  Mldway.

From Boston, l4assachusebbs, the desLroyen st ,eamed Eo
Casco Bay, Mal.ne for shakedorn bre1n1ng. Several  weeks wel 'e
spenb taklng tnatnlng and exerclse crulses f ron Casco Bay
before steenlng bo Boston for post-shakedown avatIabl l lby,
Arrtvlng sb Nonfolk, Vfu.glnla on I Novenber, DE HAI/EN Jolned
USg SAUFEY, USS COLUMBIA and USS fNDIANA on a voyege bhrough
bire Panatra Canal by 14 Novenben and on wes bsard bo Ehe erar
ln bhe Pacl f lc

The crew of DE HAr/EN plunged bhrough bhe Paclflc ground-
swel ls dey efben day and f lnal ty saw lend ageln for  the f l rst
blne upon bheb anlval 6b longetabu on 28 Noveroben L942r
The cres had t 'pelr  f l rsb l lberby here end everyor ie wenb ashore
and ebe coconuEs end explored the Eroplcal  berraln before de-
parblng for Noumee the nexE.day to escoi t  e convoy. The shlps
of bhe convoy Here taktng Arroy br.oops to Guadalcanal bo
relleve sotre of bhe ivtrarlnes who hed been there slnce the
beglnnlng, _. .  :  , ._.- :  ,  __

Deparblng Noumea on ,  Decernben, the desbnoyer probecEed
bhe broopshlps on the voy€Lge Bo Guadelcanel, vhere unloadlng
and loadlng conmenced on 7 Decenber.  rb e:ss one year s lnce
hosb11l t les had sterbed trut  the -qhl f  we_q not celebrablng
anntversar leg.  DE.HAIEN screened bhe braosporbs fon aboub
a r . reek of f  .Lunga Po1nb, occesstonar ly pebnol l lng oubslde
Tulagl  Harbor.

Dur'lng bhe penlod spenb ln bhe Solotrons region, the
personnel  beoane rrore pol lshed ln thel t r  speciaMes, such
as redan, f l re conbrol  and soubd gear.  Tha shlp wai  eE
Gusdalcaner fon ebout e week, l. l tr l le she pabrolled, ttre
var lous shlps of  tbe convoy wenB asay one by one untr t
DE TIAIIEN was lefB wlbh bhe lasb shtp whlch bad dlff lculty
unloadlng. severel  voyeges bebueen Guadalcanal  and Espr i . r tu
sanbo conplebed the yean l-942 end broughb DE HAVEN bo Esplrlbu
sanbo dur lng_the ear ly parb of  Januar.y,  where she jo lned a
large pert of the SouEh Peclflc fonce-wtrtctr was anchored bhere.

Fnon thls 'enchorage, bhe str lp recelved orders to rendezvous
wlbh the tanker SS I'IILLIAM IRISH end escot t hen fron Noumea
bo Esplr lbu Sanbo. Fol lor lng bhts asslgnoent,  bhe cres of
bFe- destroyer hed e chance bo go oD e fer{ srlnmlng panbles
although bhe shlp could granB no reaL shone llberEy slnce a1l.r
the shlps thena n€re on iwo-houn nol lce.

)
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Iq DE HAVEN tt&s asslgned Eo Task Gnoup 67.5 under the command
of Cepbatn Brlscoo, Conmanden Desbroyer Squadron FIVE, whotg
flag was ln USS FLETCIGR. Othen shlps ln the gnoup we]e
desbroyers USS RADFORD, USg NICH0LAS and USS OIBANNON. Thls
droup !,as under Adslral ltralsey, who tred a new ldea for s bop-
plng the t '.Tokyo Express.tr Thls force was called the tt0actus
Str lktng Foncett  and vas broken down lnbo snal l  unlLs to con.;
ducb hunber-k l l Ier  search egatnsb subnar lnes and obher vessels
1n ttre Lower Solonons args. The ttExpresstr wsg lhe name glven
to. the Jap shlps tthlch approached Guadalcanal ab nlghb and
broughb suppl les Eo Bhe Jep troops. They would drop suppl les
overboard on rafts and leB the tlde ca.rry Eheru ln. ffhtte
DE HAVEN vas patnoll lng, the ttExpresst' Dever abLeopEed to eld
the Japs on shore.

Thl i  n lsslon weg soon halbed for the bombardmenb of
GuadaLcanal and Kolonbangana Islands 1n the Sol.otrons. The
desEroyers,  to addlblon Eo escorblng the crulsers of  bhe
BROOKLW-S!. LOUIS class to bhe scene of the bombardmenb,
fook aD ecblve parb ln shel l lng the shor.e esbabl lshoenbs
thepselves.  The targebs were pr lnclpal ly the Vl l la and
Stannore Plentablons, vhene 1t  was bel teved the Japs were
bnlnglng o11 and suppl les ' for  theln alncrafb.  f t  took about
bwo days of  sbearnlng bo geE to t t re desElnet lon end anoirnd
mldnlgtr t ' .of  20 Januaryr._the shlps arr lved of f  Guadalcanal .

The destroyersr '  ln-cooperet lon wlbh Ehe Arrny,  pounded
the .r€ps on shore aLmost dif ly, They uere apperenlly afrald
to neveal  thelr  poslblons and oic i  r :ot  ansver wibh reburn
f1re. Bub bhe nen.on DE IIA\IEN knew tha,b bhey lrere laylng
1t on hob end heavy fon t,he flr lng lras eccurabe and
des bnuc b lvo .  -  ^-  :

0n 24 January,  the destroyers steaned bo Kolonbangare
Island, lnbo bhe long reactr of. Kul.a Gulf end worked over bhe
Vl l la-Stanmoro Planbat lous end oEhen targebs. As soon
as the bonbardmenb was overr- the desbroyers raced oub of  KuIa
Gulf  and caughb up wlth Eho crulsers.  OD bbe way back to
Guadalcanal ,  bbe shlps l lere fo l low6d'by ts ln-englned bonbers.
The Japanese plenes dnopped f leres whlch wer€ soEoewhab
dlscbncert lng.  However,  no bornbs rrere dropped as the shtps
presenbed poor.  bargebs by headlng through one reln squa1l
end lnEo the next."Arr lv lng back ab Flor lda Is1and,
DE HA\rEN conttnued pebrol pperabLons there unb1l February,

Durlng bhe dey on 1 February, DE HAVEN was operaElng wtbh
Task Group 67.5,  supporLlng the povenents of  s lx LCTts and
one seaplane tende: '  lncldent bo Ehe establ lshnent of  e beach-
head eb Marovo on Guadalcenal ,  In the afbernoon bhe desbroyen
lres engaged lu antt-submerlne patrol ,  coventng bhe reburn bo
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bheln base of  teo L6:f  rs.  At  1445,
of Sayo fsland, the sklppen of th;
shore conbrol posb bhst Ehoy Bero

when abouE J to11es souEh
shlp was noblf led by e

ln oondtblon Red.

DE HAlilEU weib to generel quartens luroedlabely and steered
a. course bo bhe nor. theest,  AE L457, d f l lghE of  n ine'unldenEt-
f led plenes was Slghbed broad on the starboand bean ab 21r000
yands. The shlptg guns ver€ ordened Eo brack bhe planes .
unEl l  they could be ldenbl f led.  The planes l tere on a course
on whlch Ehey would pass wel l  asbern of  bhe shlp.  Aboub a
ntnute laEen, bhe planes l rere tdenbl f led es enerny and slx
of bhem changed course sbarply and catre dlrecbly toward
DE HAVEN.

Al l  guns opened up and.bhree of  the Japenese planes nere
sent splral l tng ln sooke aod f laoe bo splash lnbo bhe sea,
However, all slx planes are belleved to have dnopped bheln
bombs. DE HA\rEN vas hlt by bhree bonbs end furbher" damaged
by a near ulsg.  A1l  wey was los t  af  Eer" bhe f  t rs b hl t  and
shont ly bhereafber the i t r fp began to s6tble by bhe bow.
No ser lous f t les uere seen but a c loud of  yel Iow smoke
hovered over bhe shlp for aboub a nlnuEe es the bos began'
ro seErle lnro bh: 

: ra!er.

The conuandlng offlcer Tras kll led on bhe brldge by a bornb
exploslon whlch wrecked the sup€rsbnucbure.  L leutenanb J.  J.
Rowan sunvlved end hed thls bo say: tt l nes oB bhe bnldge
vhen bhe second bonb exploded near lt. My leg was bedly
ln jured and oy shoe blown of f ,  bub I  fses 1ucky..r , . .The shlp
was serlously damaged and began to slnk r.eploly. I crawled
to e place where I .could fe1l  lnbo tho waEer and paddle e 'Ha; l . . r
The qulck thlnklng of Enslgn CIeo C. Wtll lans (tUe only offlcer.
who was nob kl l led orrounded) saved trany I lves,  He seb aLl
bhe ash cens'(depth charges) on safeby before he lefb bhe shlp.
f f  that  hadntB been done, the ash cans pr.obably would have

-go!9 off -under water and nen swlnnlng nearby would hsve been
badly ln jured or kt I led,  

. . . ,_: . . . .
Wlth bhe sbern golng-upLoa bhe bow slnklng under,  Enslgn

-Wll l tans checked bo see that no ong else was oD deck befor.e he
plunged ovor bhe slde lnEo bhe waben. Aboub J0 seconds laber,
the desbroyer.rs sbern rose shanply and she wenb down to the
bobbon. Wl l l laros nade l t  bo a f loabdnrneL on vhtch aboub a
dozen men l {ere c l lnglng, The'vaten was heavy wlbh fuel  o11
bub the current was car.r 'ylng bhen bqwand savo rsland. The
morale of bhe sen was very hlgh end bhg appearance of en
OS2U KINGFISHER overhead d1d nobhlng bo dlspelI bhe htgh
splntbs.  One of  bhe nen waved hls hand et  the pldne en lb
clrcled ovenhead. An LCT rghlch DE HAIEN had been escorblng
approeched the scene $lbh lbs ratrp down end al l  survtvons ln
91ght l rere helped aboard by the energebtc nen of  her crew.
Enatgn solonon, who wes the sklppe.r  or  bhe Lcr dld.a f tne {ob.

-4



a,

r l

cf inansuver lng hls vessel  lnto favorable poslBtons fon gett lng
the nen out of  the seten as qulckly as posslble.  Flrsb e1d
res rendered t 'o tho vounded end norphlne vas adnlnlsbered to
uhose wbo wcre ln severe palD

fB was noU long before the destroyen NICHOIAS cane along-
slde to renove the strebchen cases and bhe FLETCHER soon eased
rrlcngslde bo take eboard bhe reroalnder of the survlvors who
were put ashone et  Lunga Potnb on Guadalcenal .  The wounded
ttere nenoved fron the NICiIOIAS and baken by anbulance bo bbe
base hospltal bhere. I. lhen bhe survlvors could be checked
agalnsb bhe nuster 1lst ,  l t  was found bhat of  the fourteeu
shlprs of f lcers,  ten wene kl lLed or plsslng end three were
wounded; emong Ehe 2! l  enLlsted nen, lgf  were dead or Dtsslng
and )J vere wounded

The hlgh bradlblon seb by Ugg DE IIAVEN was carrled on
by bhe second destnoyen naoed USS DE HAVEN. The nes shlp had
f;o be e flne shtp wlbh a flne crer bo hold hlgh the torch
of f reedon for whlch bhe nen of  DD-46! fought-end d1ed. The
Shings we Amenlcans bel leve' ln,  l lve for  and enjoy can be
abtr lbuLed bo Ehe velon of  such es these.

. . .

11S.9.r9.L
2rO5O tons

776t 6 j-ncbes ' 
-5" i78 Cellbre Guns

. LO-21tr qulnbuple Torpedo
791 4 lnches Tubes

4Om,l and 20MM.Anbl-
)5 knots (pIus )  Afu 'craf  t  Babtenles

Deptb Charges

. . -

Stencl l led z S/6/a8
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